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. C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

Sept 21 - Alex Bell, Sylva Guide - WNC Fly Fishing Trail 

Location Change:   Lone Star Steakhouse 

Oct 2 – Big Sweep stream clean 

Oct 9-11  Balsam Lodge Trip 

Oct 19 – Chapter Meeting: Jim Brady – Nat Greene Fly 

Fishers  

Nov 16 – Chapter Meeting: Damon Hearne – TU Southeast 

Land Protection 

Keep up to date with events at our website: 

www.blueridgeTU.org 

 

2009-2010 Chapter Leadership 

Officers: Board Members: 

David Richards, President  Chad Fulp  
Mike Davis, VP Brandon Frakes Jim Collier 
Bob Lassiter, Sec.  Scott Larsen 
Peter Lloyd, Treas. Robin Searight 
Peter Lloyd, Past Pres. Jayne Sommer 
 Steve Hennings 
  Randy Welfare  

  
 

 

 

Balsam Lodge Trip  
Oct 9-11, 2010 
Reserve Your Spot! 
 
Our fall trip to Balsam Lake Lodge is scheduled for 
October 9-11.   This is a great opportunity to try fishing 
on some of the best fly fishing water in the country, as 
the lodge is within miles of rivers such as the 
Tuckaseegee River, Davidson River, Cherokee, and the 
East Fork of the French Broad.   There are also some 
great places to fish for wild brook trout. 
 
Balsam Lake Lodge is located at Balsam Lake, in the 
Nantahala National Forest.  It is a historic lodge with 
ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŦǳǊƴƛǎƘƛƴƎǎΦ  DƻƻƎƭŜ ά.ŀƭǎŀƳ [ƻŘƎŜέ ŦƻǊ 
information about the lodge.   For a Google Map go to 
http://tinyurl.com/balsamlake  

 
People attending share in cooking on the big grill;  in past 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƎƛƎŀƴǘƛŎ ǎǘŜŀƪǎΣ ǾŜƴƛǎƻƴΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ōǊƻƛƭΣ 
shrimp, and other healthy dishes.  Breakfasts include 
ƎǊƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƎƎǎ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŦƛƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀǊ preserves.  
You better eat well as it will be long, hard days fishing. 
 
This is a great way to meet interesting people, learn 
about fly fishing, eat fantastic food, and get involved 
with Trout Unlimited on a whole new level.   If you are 
new to the area, or new to fly fishing, this is the perfect 
way to get up to speed.   
 
To reserve your spot, or for more information, contact 
Allie Hutchison [ AllieHutchison@HAPrinting.com ] . 
 

 
Balsam Lake Lodge 

 
 
Steve Hennings led our volunteers in the Jakes 
Day fly fishing event, where we taught over 
200 kids to fly fish.  Here he is seen helping a 
youngster haul in a whopper!  For more 
information, check out the details on page 3. 

http://tinyurl.com/balsamlake
mailto:AllieHutchison@HAPrinting.com
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September Chapter Meeting 
Announcement and Location 
Change 
David Richards 

The presenter at our September 21, 2010 Chapter meeting will 
be Alex Bell, who will be speaking about the Western North 
Carolina Fly Fishing Trail, and he will be sharing tips and 
information about fly fishing in the Western part of the state.   
 
!ƭŜȄ ƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ !.Ωǎ Cƭȅ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ DǳƛŘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ {ȅƭǾŀΦ 
A long-time resident of Western North Carolina, Bell has an 
intimate knowledge of the trout waters along the WNC Fly 
Fishing Trail, especially the portions that include the 
Tuckasegee River. Bell recently retired after 30 years in public 
education to provide fly fishing instruction and fly fishing guide 
services in the trout-rich waters of Jackson County.  
 

MEETING LOCATION CHANGE 

ALERT:   

Our chapter meets at Lone Star Steakhouse, at 1110 Creekshire 

Way, Winston-Salem, just off of Hanes Mall Blvd across the 

road from Target.  This is the same address that we’ve been 

meeting at for the past 3 years, but the name has changed from 

“Texas Land and Cattle” to “Lone Star.”  (Please disregard the 

information that was in our last newsletter).  Our meetings start 

at 6:00 PM to allow folks to mingle, order dinner and get settled 

before the 7:00 program.  We welcome new members and 

visitors. Bring your family with you. This is a family oriented 

meeting.  

For online directions, go to http://tinyurl.com/blueridgetu 

The Ararat River DH Section 
Update 
 

As mentioned in the last newsletter, two miles of Ararat 
River (NC 103 bridge to US 52 bridge in Mount Airy)  is being 
proposed as Delayed Harvest waters for the 2011-2012 
regulation cycle.   Public hearings for this and other Wildlife 
Commission proposals will be held in September, and the 
following link provides information on specific meeting 
locations and dates:    

 
http://www.tinyurl.com/ncwildlife-hearings1 

 
The closest hearing to Winston-Salem will be in Wilkesboro is 
on September 16 at 7:00PM. 
 
Submit Your Comments:   You can visit www.ncwildlife.org 
to comment online or submit comments by mail to 1701 Mail 
Service Center, Raleigh, N.C. 27699-1701 
 
We will keep you posted about this very important project! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

North Mills Project Success  

An important initiative for Trout Unlimited over the past 
several weeks has been to protect land in the North Mills area 
in Southwest North Carolina.  You can find out more 
information at this website:  http://www.tu.org/northmills.   

Thanks to support from NC Trout Unlimited the necessary 
$30,000 required to complete the conservation easement 
purchase by August 30

th
 has been pledged.  Our NC TU state 

council matched donations made by the Chapters, up to a total 
of $10,000.   BRTU members supported this conservation 
project through our NCTU contribution. 

Thanks to your support, and the support of hundreds of other 
TU members, the land at North Mills will be protected.   When 
the property is sold to the Forest Service, the funds will be 
recovered and re-invested in TU's regional Coldwater Land 
Conservancy Fund. North Carolina TU will have a say in how 
this fund is allocated. 

5ŀƳƻƴ IŜŀǊƴΣ ¢¦Ωǎ {9 [ŀƴŘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇŜŀƪ 
about this project at our November meeting. 

 

 
 

 

http://tinyurl.com/blueridgetu
http://www.tinyurl.com/ncwildlife-hearings1
http://www.ncwildlife.org/
http://www.tu.org/northmills
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 Steve Hennings explains to the Jakes Day kids about fly 

fishing and how to do a roll cast. 

 
Bob Lassiter is seen releasing a fish caught by one of the 
kids.  Many fish were caught at Jakes Day, and needed 
help casting, untangling knots, taking the hooks from the 
ŦƛǎƘΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘ όƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
release!).    
 

 
273 Kids participated in Jakes Day.    
 
 

Jakes Day Report 
     

 
Jakes Day, August 7

th
, an annual event to expose kids to 

ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΗ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ 
Farm, in Lexington.  
 
Steve Hennings, Tyler Hennings, Don Davidson, Bob Lassiter, 
and David Richards volunteered. 
 
Blue Ridge Chapter has helped with Jakes Day for several 
years, with funding for the event as well as volunteering to 
help in the fishing section.  This is an example how your 
contributions help our education efforts 
 
 



 

www.blueridgetu.org                            Blue Ridge News 4                            July 2010 

 

 
 

 

Blue Ridge Chapter Rod Building 

Class  
 

In July BRTU had a fly rod building class, taught by 

Rusty Berrier.  Rusty is a past president of our Chapter, 

and current director on the NC TU State Council.   

 

In the class we learned every step in the rod building 

process, including how to prepare and attach the reel seat 

and cork grip, wrapping the ferrules and the guides, and 

finishing the rod.   Rusty ordered materials so each 

person had a rod to build. 

 

In addition to adult learners, two boys, Dell Stewart and 

Austin Parks, attended the program, and showed great 

potential and skill.  It was great to see the new generation 

showing such motivation.  

 

Part of the cost of the class went to support the BRTU 

chapter for conservation and education projects. 

.   

 
 

 
 

Dell Stewart gets rod building coaching from his Dad. 

Board of Directors and Officers Slate for FY 2010-
2011 
 
In accordance to the Chapter bylaws, with each fiscal year 
we hold a Chapter election of Officers and Directors.  
Officers serve for one-year terms, and can be re-elected for 
successive terms, and Board Members serve for 3 year 
terms.   
 
The slate of Officers and Directors for Fiscal Year 2010-
2011 is shown to the right.   If you have comments or 
others you would like to nominate you can make them to 
David Richards (david.richards@hanesbrands.com) .    The 
annual election will be held at the September or October 
Chapter Meeting. 
 
 
 

  
 

2010-2011 Chapter Leadership Slate (Proposed) 

 

Officers: Board Members: 

David Richards, President   Brandon Frakes 
Mike Davis, VP Scott Larsen Jim Collier 
Bob Lassiter, Sec.  Robin Searight 
Peter Lloyd, Treasurer Jayne Sommer 
Peter Lloyd, Past Pres. Don Davidson 
 Barry Johnson 
 Tim OConnell 
 
  
  Randy Welfare  

  
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Jeff Gregory 

Scott Morgan 

Frank Sherrill 

David Stauffer 

mailto:david.richards@hanesbrands.com

