This is a synopsis of programs Squeak has given over the past two months to several NCTU chapters.. Squeak Smith
Squeak also talked about his tail water fishing in the Watauga and South Holston Rivers as well as his steelhead and salmon fishing in the Great Lakes area and his pictures are included below.
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Tellico OHV
The USFS has closed the Tellico OHV (Off Highway Vehicle) area in far western NC due to significant sediment loads entering the streams, much of it directly from the 39 mile OHV trail system within the 4000 acre OHV recreation area.  We are currently in a waiting period for public input and fully expect the OHV groups to file a lawsuit to try and reopen the area around the first of the year. SELC (Southern Environmental Law Center) is representing TU and other environmental groups in this action. It has been a ten year process; attending meetings, listening to excuses, and watching the areas water quality and aquatic resources degrade. Two years ago we filed a Notice of Intent (NOI) to file suit against the USFS for their inability to adequately manage the system and meet required state and federal water quality standards.  Our request was for them to ‘simply follow the existing rules and regulations’ related to water quality.  The USFS initiated a temporary shut down of the system and performed extensive studies that backed up and proved our point…nearly half of the 2100 sites they surveyed showed direct passage of sediment into the watershed.  The USFS did a cost benefit analysis and determined it was going to cost between $8-17 million to ‘attempt to maintain’ the system under various alternatives, or about $2.5 million to ‘shut it down and put it to bed’.  The latter alternative is what is up for public comment right now. Access for fishing and other recreating will be allowed via a limited road system into the area, but the majority of the trails will be permanently closed.  There is some limited logging operations occurring on the edge of the system at this time, that has/had no relationship to this action, although the OHV crowd is trying to indicate the logging was a ‘motive for the closure’. We are in a wait and see position……..to be cont.
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Linville River Restoration

The Linville River restoration has been a pet project of NCTU and mine for about 8 years.  Originally I worked to get TU National to adopt it as a HRI (Home Rivers Initiative) but I was not successful….NCTU and local chapters donated $9K and TU National got a grant for approximately $25K and we sponsored through Pilot View RC”&D, the initial Phase 1 restoration on the West Fork of the Linville…with significant landowner participation, some Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) funding due to hurricane damage and monies from several state DENER agencies and the Clean Water Management Trust Fund (CWMTF), we accomplished over a mile of stream restoration. We followed this with Phase 2 downstream on an additional 8,000’ of restoration on Linville Resorts properties in conjunction with CWMTF money.  So far the entire West Fork has been restored and we have put over $2.1 million ‘on the ground’ and in the local economy.  Phase 3 is in the works on the mainstem of the river with an additional 4,000’ of restoration projected, including seven acres of wetland reclamation.  We are waiting for final funding from CWMTF to finish this Phase of the project. As you may be aware, CWMTF dollars are being held by Gov Perdue at this time due to the state’s current economic condition.  The areas that have been restored are on private property and we do not have access to fish the restored water. However, keep in mind our mission is to improve the water and the health of the fisheries and those improvements will flow downstream to the publicly accessible water below the project sites…to be cont.

Mt Airy Ararat River Restoration
Another ‘hat’ I wear….I am the Treasurer of Resource Institute Inc., a local Winston Salem based non-profit that is currently involved in several million $s in stream restoration projects in NC.  One is a $5million restoration initiative in Mt Airy.  Three miles of full blown stream restoration of the Ararat River will be completed by early spring, with a paved greenway system along the entire project, parks and recreation areas running right through downtown Mt Airy.  Currently the water is classified as Hatchery Supported but no stocking has occurred of late due to the past several years of construction.  The city is considering a request for Delayed Harvest status  (the river was at one time classified DH) and I suspect if it gets support, it could go to NCWRC hearings as early as 2011 if all goes well and the hatchery can support it.  This would likely be the closest trout water for BRTU and as you can see, the river is absolutely beautiful.  I would suggest you go take a look!  Additionally, there are two schools that are actually ‘along’ the greenway and it offers a unique educational opportunity for your chapter…the local folks seem interested in starting a Trout in the Classroom (TIC) program and I would suggest you investigate the opportunity.
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Wilson Creek Delayed Harvest

I am the Chairman of Foothills Conservancy of NC (FCNC) and with the assistance of the local landowners and the CWMTF, we recently were able to get obtain the funding to purchase nearly 4 miles of the formerly private section of the Wild and Scenic Wilson Creek drainage north of Morganton and then transfer the property to the state, resulting in this stretch of Wilson Creek being reclassified from a Hatchery Supported to Delayed Harvest stream.  Table Rock TU is assisting the NCWRC with monthly stocking and from all reports you need to go fish it!  Approximately 2,500 fish per month will be stocked over the next five months into the system. This property is one of the most beautiful sections of river you can imagine, huge bedrock formations, cascading expansive pools and deep fast runs. Drive to Morganton, head north on 181 for 10 miles turn right towards Colletsville then left on Brown Mountain Beech Road toward Mortimer. There are many pull offs and access sites in the area, you won’t regret it! 
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Catawba River Relicensing Update
As Secretary of the Catawba-Waterie Relicensing Coalition for the past 8 years, I would like to let you know the process is nearing completion. Duke Energy has filed the application and the Comprehensive Relicensing Agreement (CRA) with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and all of the stakeholder participants are anxiously awaiting FERC’s license approval. We anticipate that action by summer 2010.  There have been some delays associated with some challenges from various stakeholders and a SC federal lawsuit regarding the 401 water quality certification process, issues related to inter-basin water transfers, adequate flows for migratory fish, and the amount of water NC actually passes on to SC.  That said, it has been a very remarkable process involving over 130 stakeholders in NC and SC. Duke has already initiated numerous actions negotiated for in the license prior to actual issuance. Some of them include, limited recreational flows from several dams (Bridgewater at Morganton included), a website with information provided on a ‘3 day forward look’, sirens and alarms, significant land transfers, just to name a few. From a coldwater perspective, the fishing in the upper 12 miles of river have been improving, WRC stocking of half-wild fingerling brown trout has continued since the mid 90s, now at a rate of 50,000/yr distributed throughout the system on each of the 20+ shoals from the Linville dam down to Morganton. Access is still an issue but once the license is issued we will be working to install 4 put in take out sites from Lake James to Morganton during the first 5 year cycle of the license…patience is the key here. Once the license is approved and the new Lake James power station is completed, we should see increased min flows 24/7 that we feel will significantly improve insect populations and aquatic habitat…  It is worth the effort to go fish now, but it will be better once the negotiated terms are implemented.

Muddy Creek Partnership

Entering our 11th year, the Muddy Creek Partnership has accomplished significant work, completing to date, 23 ½ miles of full stream restoration, streamside re-vegetation, and or cattle exclusion by fencing at over 25 specific sites throughout the watershed.  NCTU and local chapters have contributed just under $100K to the project so far….these dollars have leveraged other partner’s funding (CWMTF, NCWRC, Duke Energy Foundation, McDowell Co SWCS, Burke and McDowell County, EPA, DWR, Trout and Salmon Foundation, and a host of others) to the total of $16.5 million put ‘on the ground’ and into the local economy.  Currently, we are in the process of completing an ‘unfunded’ $5,000 foot bridge over Goose Creek in Glenwood at a previous restoration site. We are anticipating having several volunteer workdays in January to finish this project, and your participation would be greatly appreciated.  So far, Table Rock TU, Rocky River TU, and Nat Greene Flyfishers  have donated $3,000 to this project…we’re still ‘short’ so any monetary assistance from your Chapter would be greatly appreciated…contact me squeaksmith@earthlink.net !!
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SE Land Protection Coordinator

TU is not in the business of land protection, and most Land Trusts/Conservancies are not in the business of stream or trout restoration.  For the past several years a couple of us TU Trustees have worked hard to bring a TU staff person onboard to provide the link between Land Trusts and local TU Councils and Chapters. We recently succeeded in obtaining a grant that has enabled us to hire a full time staff person to fulfill this role in the SE.  I am pleased to announce that NC now has a TU ‘office’ at 34 Wall Street, Suite 804, Asheville, NC 28801.  Damon Hearne has been hired as the Land Protection Coordinator for the 5 states of the SE.  He will work with local Land Trusts and TU grassroots volunteers to identify potential land protection properties and potential brook trout stream restoration sites throughout the region.  He has a big job ahead of him and he will likely be contacting your chapter to discuss potential protection endeavors. Damon can be contacted at   dhearne@tu.org  or 828 398-0177.  Additionally, we have hired Franklin Tate, an educator, formerly with Warren Wilson College as our new SE Youth Coordinator. Franklin will be coordinating TIC and Youth Education and Outreach programs….They share the Asheville office
